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1. The European Court of Human Rights (also) has a ‘constitutional’ task,
in the sense that it should set clear and generally applicable fundamental
rights standards.
2. Partly due to a lack of truly countervailing (legislative and executive)
powers, the ‘constitutionalisation’ of the ECtHR is necessarily limited.
3. The ideas of ‘effectiveness’ and ‘indivisibility’ provide an explanation
of as well as a justification for the European Convention on Human
Rights’ socio-economic dimension, but they do not form a sufficient
starting point for dealing with socio-economic rights in a way that fits
the ECtHR’s particular role and context.
4. Evenwhen core rights can justifiably be limited, stating that some aspects
of fundamental rights are especially important adds to the effective
protection of these rights.
5. It is appropriate for the ECtHR to protect ‘core’ socio-economic rights,
also when this entails positive obligations related to the provision of
minimum essential levels of these rights.
6. ‘Procedural protection’ forms a promising means for giving hand and
feet to (minimum) socio-economic rights.
7. The term ‘rights inflation’ rightly has a pejorative connotation.
8. Rather than merely emphasising the margin of appreciation, in order
to ensure the continued acceptance of its judgments the ECtHR should
also pay attention to a clear demarcation of the scope of ECHR rights.
9. Explaining the relation between fundamental rights and democratic laws
to first-year students, is about reminding them that they enjoy the former
as well as can participate in making the latter.
10. You can ‘dance your PhD’, because writing a thesis is like making a
choreography.
11. ‘In order to go on living one must try to escape the death involved in
perfectionism.’ (Hannah Arendt)
